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gentleman declared he would never after accept any offic
in the service of his city and, in order to fortify himse
against any possible temptation to break his vow, procure
(1742) the title and rank of an imperial councillor, whic
put him on an equality with the highest dignitaries of tl
city and prevented his accepting any office of inferior ran.
Not yet fully satisfied, his son asserts, he wooed the daug]
ter of the chief magistrate, because a son-in-law of a memfo
of the council would be excluded 10 from the council a
cording to the constitution of the city.    Thus a capab
man, who would have been abundantly happy in the pra
tice of his profession, retired from active life, and in an u
occupied, unfruitful seclusion deepened the shadows th
obscured his excellences.    For he was   not wanting
these.   To a liberal education he added an acute thirst f
knowledge and a strong interest in art, and to a thorough
honest character a soft and tender heart and warm love f
his children, for whose best interests he shunned no trout
or sacrifice.   Nevertheless,  these beautiful qualities  e
erted no real beneficent influence upon his family.    E
systematic, exacting method forced all his children's i
dividualities into one rigid, pedagogical mould ; he alwa
demanded tangible evidence of utility and insisted up
a consistency and a perseverance thoroughly distasteful
young children.   In order the more readily to induce ]
children to such conduct he enveloped his loving natt
in a rough exterior and imposed upon himself a cheerl<
iron austerity.   To this was added the embitterment whi
remained from his experiences in life, and withal a fret:
irascibility which made every real or fancied wrong pain:
and intolerable.
Such a peculiar disposition caused the mother no 1<
